
Seminary Ridge Press  
publication features Schmucker 
Hall undressed
 
(July 5, 2012) Seminary Ridge Press and Middle Street Bindery 
have produced a limited edition snake book titled Übergang, 
which is German for “transition” or “change.” A snake book 
(also called a garland book) has a folded structure which, in 
this case, opens to the approximate length of an arm span. �e 
German title was chosen in reference to the German-American  
founder of Lutheran �eological Seminary at Gettysburg, 
Samuel Simon Schmucker.  

�is book has no text, just pictures. Übergang includes seg-
ments of nine photos taken in December, 2011. �e building 
had just been emptied, cleaned and made ready for interior 
demolition and rehabilitation as the Seminary Ridge Museum. 
�e museum will be one of many identities for the building 
which was built in 1826 and has housed theology students, 
injured Union and Confederate soldiers, the Seminary’s early 
library, chapel and classrooms and the collection of the Adams 
County Historical Society. �e photos show impressions from 
one day in the life of an extraordinary structure, a quiet mo-
ment of interior wall, �oor and window surfaces before Old 
Dorm’s latest transformation. 

Each closed book measures 4.5 x 4.5 in. and comes in a felt 
envelope. �e edition of 60 snake books took a total of 1,620 
folds to create. Copies are available at the Seminary Bookstore 
for $ 18.00 while supplies last.

Seminary Ridge Press publishes the biannual journal Seminary 
Ridge Review (www.Ltsg.edu/SRP/Seminary-Ridge-Review). 
�e next Seminary Ridge Press project, a booklet on the  
Seminary and the Battle of Gettysburg, edited by �e Rev. Dr. 
Fred Wentz will be out in the fall of 2012.


